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INTROUIICTIOR: THE DIFFERERCE THAT 
"DIFFERENCE" MAKES 

The increaiinglj glohal nature of architectural practice ha. 
been paralleled br a grol+ing preience of loreign studenti in our 
school+ of architec ture. These fore~gn students are more arid 
111or(~ lil\el: to h a  e groun up in the rapidlj g r o ~ i n g  titieh of the 
de\ eloping ~ o r l d ,  n1o.t 11ota1)ly in the Aiia Pacific region. This 
nen population of art hitecture studrnts brings uith them a 
different set of life experiences and concerns than their 
clawnates from Nvrth Imerita. Spec~fitall). studenti fro111 the 
cities of the tle~eloping uorld are far rnore likel) to he 
rnoti~ ated b! the search for u a j  s to address so( ial. en\ ironmen- 
tal and cultural iiiues through architec ture - not unlike the 
directions ljeing urged 1): Amcrican students. conternporaq 
issue<. and. not Iea,t. a( creditation tommitteeq. Access to the 
ne\+ I~)pula t ion of toreign student, and curriculu~n de\elop- 
ment that respondi to their needs might just be one of the best 
\\a!. to enrich and irijrct a ne\+ rele\dnce to the education of 
h ~ e r i c a n  arc11itec.t~. 

This paper examine5 the shifting demographics of Irneritari 
arc llitrrture programs arid its implication< for bringing certain 
ltej iz-ues morr effecti\elk into the claw-oo111. The f i r ~ t  ot t uo  
direc tions specificall! examined in the paper is that of the 
expansion of program- dealing vith architecture and url~arl- 
ism - heyond th r  architectu~al object to architecture as fabric. 
as wcial engine, and as a force for change. The wtorld is the 
uneasr 1 elation.llip betueen American architectural educ ation 
and the growing global export of American de~e lop~nen t  
motleli - nhat  i? he r i ca r i  culture and \that unpredicted 
meanings a (  t rue  to Arnerican arc llitettural forms transplanted 
to foreign *oils! Finall\ the paper turn5 to ihs t ra t ioni  of how 
international students worltinp on an i~iternational studio might 
offer an extended range of tools for architects to reclaim a rnore 

significant role in addressing prohle~ns ot the tventj-first 
centurj. 

THE SHIFT EAST AND SOUTH 

Arnerita attract. more students from abroad than an) other 
countn in the \torld. -111noit 6OO.OOO international ituilents 
stud\ in Irnerit ari unil ersities el e~ year c ornprising about 10 
percent of the graduate school population.- .A pea t  111arij of 
these are here to stud) in imerican schools of ar~hitecture.  
Exeq \ear. approximatel:, one out of exeq four graduate 
dpgreeb of arclde( ture are auarded to studerita ~is i t ing  from 
o~ersea..' % l d e  Irianj factors play a role in attracting foreign 
students to certain schools. there is a tendency for the more 
wlec ti\ e Arnerican graduate programs to ha1 e a higher 
percentage of foreign students. At the hrbt itllools. the 
international student popu la t io~~  can be iron1 ahout one third to 
one hali of the enrolled architecture students. Not reflected in 
these numhers ia the fact that among the American .tudent< in - 
architecture schools are i rduded  student< u h o  are no\\ 
h e r i c a n  rr-idents but were born olersrab. Thib nurrlber can 
be quite large as the United States recrixes rilore immigrants 
exeq ! rar than el er! other country in the \+orld tombiried.* 4t 
the 1 ni~ers i t j  of California. Berbelej. where oril\ I9  percent oi 
the \I..4r~h. candidates are categorized a i  *"international." t\+o 
out ot three students mere born on toreign wil. 

For moit of the t\\entieth centurj. the tern1 '"foreigri studentq' 
referred pri~naril? to students from our tounterparts in the 
d e ~  eloped world. primarilj the British Cornrnonr\ ealth riatione 
and Testern Europe. Iricreasingl~. foreign -tude~its in A~nerican 
sc~hools of Architecture are not from Europe but from 'Asia: arid 
not from the deleloped Uorth hut the de\elopi~ig South. I t  the 
Rhode lslarid School of Design. one third of the students are 
no\+ categorized as ""international students." Of the.?. 55 
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\cot onl\ dc) s t u d r ~ ~ t s  fro111 lyia and the tlr\elopirlg \\orld 
( on-titute a .ig~litic ant proportion of our itudent l ~ o f ~ u l a t i o ~ ~ .  
11ut alio t l ~ r i ~  r~urnl~ers are predic ted to ir~creaw sign&( antly in 
the and dr(ai1ec to ccmle. onl! slightlj tlelalrd In tlle 
-e tur i t~  responses to the e \er~t -  of 11 Septenher 2001. This i i  
1 ~ x t h  due to iiniple dernoprapl~ics. The tuo ( ategorieq -.Asia" 
and '.dt~\eli)ping nor ld"  each on their own account for a 
n i a j o ~ i t ~  01 the hun~an  race: three out oi four people on our 
p l a ~ ~ e t  l i ~ e  in Asia. and, to tlie extent that the '-de~eloping 
uorld" rerndin< a useful distinction. it accounti for a last  
~najoritj of hurridnit~ .' rn ith the birth rate oi '"&I eloped 
~iatiom" dropping Iwlou the replac-e~nent rate, there uill l ~ r  
feuer candidate< from Europe and horth .America for seats in 
o u ~  schools. 110119 \tit11 riiing econornic proqpectb in 4sia and 
the del eloping ~ o r l d .  the historic shift in student demographics 
is expected to continue fur the foreseeable future. 

1. URBAN CHALLEKGES 

This ongoing shift in the studrnt population has far reaching 
implit ations for architectural education in inierica. The neM 
ecolop of broader life experiences and ~iempuints of this more 
d i ~  erse student population brings ~ i t h  it n e ~  possibilities and 
neu demarrds for exploring a set of issues that most school. of 
arcliitecture are still poorl! positioned to take on. First. the 
increasing num1)ers of studenti from Asia and the d e ~  eloping 

A L 

~ o r l d  are more lihel! than their 4merira11 clawnates to bring 
to our lecture hall. and design studios a need to ur~derstand 
hou architecture might be deplo~ed to resohe the challenges of 
life in cities. This is again. in part due to changing global 
demographics. The p o d  nevs for the planet's carrjing capacit:, 
ia that birth rates in deleloping countrirs are ulso dropping 
to~lards replacement rate. The bad nens is that elen \+ith the 
slowing population growth uorldlzide. the population boom 
tliat began \\it11 the industrializing meit nil1 continue for 
ar~other half-centurl driven mainlj bp huge increases in China. 
India and Latin America. In thia period. the global population is 
rxpected to increase 1 3  half - from just 01 er 6 billion at present 
to close to 9 billion b\ 2050.- F h a t  is e l en  more startling is 
that hetneen nou arid the !ear 2025. lirtualh all of the 1.5 
billion additional glohal u7 ban population nil1 be added to the 
( ities of the del eloping 11 orld.' I nlilie the rapid urbanization of 
nirwteentl~ cer~tu? T eqtern Europe and North hierica,  these 
grouing citiei are not able to fund their citj building project5 
and basic infraatructurr \\ith the spoils of a global tolonialisnl 
or monopol, iontrol of nev production technologies. On top of 
a lack of resources. the challenges faced 111 the cities of the 
de\ eloping world are of an entirely different +tale. It tool\ iUe~\ 

1011, 1.50 \rat-+ to add eight million to it5 p o l ) u l ~ t i ~ ~ i ~ .  nhilr 
( ~t i r -  lihr \Ir\ic o (,it) a i d  Sao I'dolo rac 11 ;Sir\\ 1,) almut t l ~ t  
I I I ~ I I \  pvoplr in old\ the last 15 !ra~s." A i  a reiult. the stutlc~rrt- 
arri~rng at the portal- of lrnrrican a i (  liitec tuicb -( Iiooli fi0111 

thr ( itirs of tht. ( I t . \  elopirrg uorld 1)ring \\it11 the111 '1 iet of 
( orlccbrlr- that ha le  cmrrgrd Irorn th r  corrditior~. oi hou.inp 
-1iortagei. madequate infra~truc turei. rnr ironrnrntal degrddd- 
tion. dnd dramatic tliiparitiri in life chai~c e. l)et\\een thr elite 
and tllr la-t majorit\ of the population. I* cuch. ctudrnts irom 
tlie dt-I eloping vorld tend to 11a1 e ~ I I  intuit i~ e grasp of the 
c ornpl(.x social lore ec ol thr  c it\ based on their liic c.upeiience3. 
T h r ~  ale inore liheh to understand the citj as the product of 
inte~t\\ined 1)oliti~dl. eco1101nic. so( ial and cultural forces in 
uay that their lrnericdn-born c lasbrnatei ma:, l i a ~  e onl\ 
rrc end\ lregun to grasp. if at all. 

This he i~h ten rd  senir  of urgeiic.! represents an important 
trpportunit\ for North imer icar~ architecture programs. In the 
1 nited Statei. the concein. of en\ironmental degradation. 
spra~\l. and social juqtice remain minor iondera t ions  relathe 
to thr all-coniu~ning attention paid to nerz technologies. the or^. 
and the aebthetic aspect< of form-making. Es en nit11 the limited 
influeni e of the Cmngress for Neu Urbanism and smart growth 
m o ~  ements \tithin Imeric an architectural pedagop. the urgen- 
cy of thew challenges e l s e ~ h e r e  malces the related "crises" 
faced b\ North rlriwricans seem relati\ el1 tmie.  B j  comparison. 
American-born architecture students are more likely to remain 
largelj focused on the "form-gi\ing" aspects of architecture 
with less attention dex oted to the larger framenorb of urbar~is~ri 
required to address the concerns described a b o ~ e .  In (ontrast. 
extensice life experiences with the enrironniental, social. 
economic. and cultural challenges of rapidlj expanding cities of 
the de\eloping ~ \ o r l d  arm the neu foreign student population 
nith a bet of burning questions and problems cq ing  out for 
some ltirid of resolution. For adxanced degree architecture 
ytudents from the deleloping uorld. their striliing forms are 
more liltel! to be emplojed tox+ards the resolution of prebcing 
so( ial. cultural. or emironmental problems. Design proposalb 
are less lilteh to he seli-contained objects and more liltell tu be 
engaged in the urban fabric in which it is placed. The new 
foreign students dre more likel! to be interested in the groving 
number of programs that bring architecture together \lit11 
*'urbanisnl." At RIIT. dual degree candidates working tol+ards - 
ad~anced  degrees in both architecture and planning are 
disproportioriately from the d e ~  eloping world. In responding to 
the needs of students from the dexeloping world. instructors are 
simultaneouslj helping students to place the social and 
environmental issues of America into an in\ aluable perspecti1 e. 

2. CROSS-ClILTURAL TRAKSLATION: 
AMERICAN MODELS OVERSEAS 

There ib a second significant opportunitj found in the different 
perspectilei brought to our hall< and studiw b j  studenti from 
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r e d  has been tlw trd~~siormatiirn of s l~~ l ineq  thruughout Asia 
and the (let elopin; norld into replic aa of Houston. Lei< eaiil\ 
captured in a single imdge. metropolitan regions ha le  I ~ e e r ~  
rectructured in an outudrd expansior~ of the city into the 
fornlerh agricultural exurban edge. Imported tjpologies of 
gated con~munitj. <hopping mall. office parh. golf con~niunitj. 
and the freewaj iritercormecting tllein are nou common aspectq 
of the -Isian landscape. The \ast area5 of land transformed h j  
these derelopment rnodeli ha le  been mistahenl, taben to 
represent the widespread emergence of a nem middle class in 
these nations. Instead the! commonl! s e n e  onl! the super-rich 
elite constituting the \\ealthiest t ~ o  to f i le percent of the  

The post % orld 1 ar Tuo generation \$a< enbroiled in the quest 
for an architecture that offered a distinct national identit! that 
drmon~trated the diitin(.tiorls betlteen modernization and 
Q esternization. In the nev en\ i ro~~rnent  of econornic glohaliza- - 
tion. it ii  far more common to simplj acquiesce to the imagen 
of ne\\ technologies 2nd $ohal capital. In the rase of Indonesia. 
internationallj spon-ored efforts to addrecs the urban chal- 
lenges of its l a r p t  ard  fastest grouing cities were weakened 
and diylaced b\ thr  adoption of rnarliet-based approaches that 
did little more than enrich the political and business elite." 
During the 1980s and 1090s. the rail-haied Jakarta dexelop- 
merit rriasterplari. de~eloped \tit11 significant international 
input. Itas graduall) replaced b! a Build-Operate-Tranqfer 
pri\ate sector toll road construction program that hastened the  
\ er, automobile dependencj that the earlier effort \\as designed 
to head off. This experience has been repeated to \ar j inp  
degree$ from T u r k e ~  to Shanghai. The formerlj separable 
projec,ts of identit! cor~struction and em ironmental su~tainabil-  
it! hale. in this na j .  Leeu brought together under the operation 
of rnarlcet capitalism and political expedience. Much of the 
popular literature on "globalization" suffers frorn too 41allou 
an examination of these phenomena. Q ithin architectural 
education. Rern koolhaa.' Project on the Cstj has been 

lrrrdltlrtl a+ a ntw dirrt tion in arcliitec turd1 re-?arc11 but fall- 
41ort ol thr  hind 01 ( ritic a1 eunlirration thii topic clrier\ ec. 
hut 11 vtiortf ofler a wrlw of fd i c  in,~tion i r ~  plat r of tritical 
' jn~lj- i i .  T I I ~ I  ;rant an a u ~ a  oi inel ital)ilitj to I](.\ e1op111~~11ts 
that ~na(l(* p ~ i i i h l r  onl\ h j  'I t aref~illr r r ~ ~ i ~ i e e r d  a l i g n ~ n v ~ ~ t  oi 
~ ~ o l i t i t ~ ~ d  dnt l  In i4111w interest- within a c-ultural climate that 
unrv-erl edl? I elel)r'~te- ricing ( onsurrlption. For a n l a i o ~ i t ~  of 
t i t ismi of th,. t ie\  elopir~p \\c~rld. the ncgati\ e c orliequeni e- 
oi t l ~ i i  (oniunrel I la>< urlrar~iinl ha le  hecotne the Ilar>h realit! 
of dailj liic.. The quest for a 1 ialrlr response to tllii re'llitj tor~n- 
the moti\ating l)d*ii of arcliitec tural educ ation for studrnt, that 
per \  up exposed to it< conditions. It i i  this hacligrour~cl that 
position, the ,our~p p ro fes~ io~ra l~  of l- ia arid the deleloping 
u o ~ l d  in a pri\ileged positior~ froni uhicli to c r e a t i ~ e l ~  and 
I on-t~uctilelj rhallrnges theye model\. Illtimatel! it is thi. 
part icda~ 1~o-itionalit1 that present5 the greatest opportunities 
for Uorth ?Imeri( an q t  hools of architecture. The pro~ting 
nunilwr of ituder~t- grounded in the conditions ol the rapidl\ 
11rl)anizing citiri of the dexeloping world. preienti a ftndent 
coriititucnc! for engaging in -tudio exploration- that addreis 
iiiuei of urha~~ism and ru l tu~e  head on. 

THE URBAN SPATIAL TURh AT HOME 

The greatest beneficiaries of an! shift in focus resulting from a 
more interirational nresence in the studio are lilieh to be the 

1 

_-I~rieri~an-horn stnderltq who might othentise not be expo-ed to 
issues of urhanisrn and culture. In the mid-1990s. a ~ear- lonp 
s~nipoiium at Hanard  Cnirersitj charged a broad spectrum of 
contributors to examine the perception that architecture. as a 
discipline and a profesqion. had reached a ne\\  lo^ in its 
cultural relexance and capac it, for leadership. The conirnon 
thread of ieveral oi the contributors (including nearlj all of the 
non-architect*) \\as that architecture in l~rlerica has lost its 
"public purpose" displared b? 4 - s e r ~ i n g  intereyts of egotisti- 
cal '-artiste" drchiterts or thoie of their greed! clients.'- 
So14ologist llaeali Sarfatti Larson ohsen ed that architects ha\ e 
strategitall~ nithdra\m into the position of an autonomoue 
artist in the hope that the strength of their image c reation might 
empower them in competition vi th  the patron"$ control of 
nlone\ and the huilding induytn^s control of the rnaterial 
means of con-truction.' The recent media attention la\iqhed 
on the ~ o r l ~ s  of Franlc Gehn and seleral contributor- to the 
Lou er Illanhdttan R e d e ~  elopment Competition ha1 e brought a 
ntw prestige to architecture. But the focu? of this \\elcome 
notoriet! neglect- the urbanism of thew propoial~ elen as it 
ruslieb to (elel~rate their ilarnlrojant form a- the neu icons of 
our age. o n e  fear* that. af in the poit\\ar period. h e r i t a n  
architecture \%ill fail from so much success - succ e<* for all of 
the nrorlg reason<. The urhan trophj project- threaten to s e n e  
a< the rw eptions that pro\ e the rule: that good architectl~re is a 
luxuq rebened ior onlj  the choice location\. the exceptional 
progrdms, and most \tell-heeled client$. In the nieantinie for 
the non-celehrit\ architect. the narro\$ed ?cope of the '*artistee 
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cultrrrr of arc liitecture iy predicted to onl\ further cSnc ouiace 

Thr larger aigui~ier~t ol thi. paper i- that arrllitecturdl 
education \+auld do \\ell to expand i t i  \cope oi en t l r a~or  to 
ii~c hcle i-\lieq of urbariiwi and culture more ceritrallj in it< 
petla;logir\. l nd  furtllrr. that iuc h a iliift in cinphasi- ~ o u l d  
rrw~riatt~ \+it11 a mole uidespread trend effecting the iieltl. of 
planning. the -ocial s( iences arid lnieiican iocietj itsell. In the 
107Oi. ioc iulo+t o l  the c it\. I)a\ id I-Ian el. predicted a ihift in 
the wcial qcierlces a v a ~  fro111 aspatial genrralizatior~i to 
exaniiriations of -pati& specific phenomena more aliin to 
v11dt geographer- )+ere producing at the time.l4 I t  a nieeti1lp of 
the -l*sot iated Collegiate Sc hool< of Planning 1a.t T o \  enllwr. 1 
rvfcrrcd to Har~e\ 'q prediction and ltointed to the gro~+ing 
r r u ~ n l w ~  of degrrr programs in n r l ~ m  design. the sudden -urge 
in ipatidl planrii~ig facult\ position5 in schools o i  planning. arid 
a \+arming up of art hitec t u ~ e  program- to urbanism as sign< of 
mliat 1 called an **urban cpatial turn." I attrihnted the "urltari 
spatial turn" in planning (and architecture) to a c.on~ ergenc e of 
tour trends: 

The rise of concern o ~ e r  the enlironment and tlie 
realization that both the c auws and solutions to en\ irori- 
mental prolrlenls are inherentlj spatial in nature: 

The ax ailabilit~ of Geographic Infomiation S j  4terni (CIS) 
as a tool for ~isualizirig and examining spatial phenome- 
na: 

The  increa4ng geograpllic specificitj of the iocial 
sciences fore-et.11 lrj Harlej: arid not least signific antl! 

The increasinglj international nature of commercial. 
c~iltural. and educational exchange. 

Thi- is to point out that tlir groving presence of international 
itudenti in h i e r i can  Schools of architecture is but one 
coinponent of \+hat might pssibl! reprewit  a larger ihiit ill 
uhicll architects would do me11 to plaj a leading role. In so 
doing. we u o d d  be rejoining a time-honored tradition of 
architett~ire's partitipation in political processes. 

While there if a long tradition in lmerica of indi~idual  
architect< offering sot ial critique. as a group. architects ha1 e 
earned a reputation since the 1 9 8 0 ~  as the lapdog* of ~ e s t e d  
interests arid thus an unliheh source of political leaderiliip. But 
this llar changed as a +pifitant minoritj of A~nericdn 
artliitecti haa stepped forbjard as indilidual* and in organized 
n io~ements  into the larger debates of politics and cw~~irnunitj 
tlirough the issues of the eri~ironment. smart grouih. and hex+ 
Urbanism. a l~ i le  thiq representi a re-engagement of architects 
vith socirt\ aitrr a long hiatus. the architecture culture- of 
some parts of the ~curld riel er a l~ando~ied  the larger discus-ion 
of the tit! and >ocirt\. !Ian! of these come vi th  a rna~idate 
from their go\ ernnient or unil ersitj sponsors bat k home to 

\t3ar. tliv p ~ \ c r n n i r n t  01 hirigaporr <(,rid& the heit anti tlie 
11riplite.t ol tliei~ jou~ip  profe~~ior ia l i  fioin the 1 r l~an  R e d e ~ r l -  
o l ) n l ~ t t  -lutlrorit\ ant1 the Houiirrg l)e\elopnwnt Roar0 to 
l i a n a ~ t l  anti \11T lor g ~ ~ i d u a t e  stud\. Tndorie~ia'~ a1chitc.c turr 
vhool i  l m  e Iwerr c lialleriged to fill their ltv turr  hall- uith 
fac ult\ nien~lmq nit11 ad~anc ed de~~c.c.. iro~rl the Q e ~ t  1~ Led 

go\ errmrrit < c  lioldr\liip< to hrlp to ~neet  the t hallenge. 
Similar program5 ha\ e heen launched in Cllina. liorea. Taixdr~ 
and elie\+here. The rxpectations of these go~ernrnerital and 
a( ademic sponsor> are tno-fold: firbt. that their graduate- froin 
imerit an ic'liooli of arc liitecture \\ill h o s t  tlie qua lit^ and 

L .  

pre-tige of their program>: and second. that the) will return 
11etter A l e  to adtlreii the troubliiig problenli ot the tnentl-firit 
1 enturj. EI en ~\i t l iout  ofii( id1 sanctio~l. i tude~its  frcm I i ia  and 
the dmrlol~iri;i norld are more lihelj to hring uith them a 
personal inoti\ation to uriderctand and addre- the  particular 
dernancls plac ed on the111 h\ the challenges of their liu~iie ( itiei 
a ~ i d  region-. These are the \oung men arid \+cmlen most liltell 
tit pla! significarit leadership role, in bringing the special J i i l l~ .  
insights and per-pecti~ei  of an  lrnerican arcliitectural eduta- 
tiori to bear on the fornlidable .trugglei of their societies. 

Some of thew efforts ha le  paid off in significm~t \+a\.. In 
Indonesia. the most local group on issues rr l~tir ig to issues of 
enlirorlrric.ntal sustainaldit~ and wcial juqtit e are almost all 
architect<. man\ of \ + h o ~ n  r e c e i ~ e d  adlanced degree5 i11 
lustralia. Europe. and the Lnited States. In 2002. the leader of 
this group of architects. ui th a Masters degree from Belgiurn. 
niounted a serious campaign for Go~ernor  of Jakarta in the firqt 
democratic elrction for that post. In aspiring to this position lie 
\+a. t on-t i ouA follo\+irig the exdniple of architect. .Jaime 
Lerr~er. \+ ho. as maj  or of ( uritiba. trdnsf ormed that t itj into tlie 
most 1 ~ ~ 1 1 0 ~ ~ 1 1  model of a sustainable cit! in the uorld. Lerrier 
~ul )seyue~i t l j  I,ec.arrie the goxernor of the proxince and is no\+ 
the president of the International Union of lrchitects (1111). 
ho t  far a-a,. the architect Enrique Penalosa became mayor or 
Bogata. Cdurnhia and ~~iccessfull> launched a puhlit transpor- 
tation s ~ i t e m  that aspires to capture 80 percerlt of all t r i p  ltj 
the  ear 2015.'' Since resigning froin office. Ernalosa has 
dedicated llii~l~elf to assisting other citie, throughout the norld 
to adapt be> abpectsof lli* urban su~tainal)ilit\. model. 1 hile 
the snlall number of architects with ef fe i t i~e  political careeri 
ma7 lw c o1nparaLle to the small number \ \ho a c h i e ~  e i  supe r  
stardom. the last rnajorit~ of architects arguablj h a l e  more to 
offer our ~ o r l d  as engaged citizen* than disengaged artistes. 
Expc~sure to foreign students and foreipi contexts offer. 
students of North I111eric.an architecture proprarrii a means and 
a moti\ation for I~rcon~irig engaged. 
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